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known to exist in South America. In the face of the state-
ments made by planters as to their actual costs of production
(1$. to Is. ftcl. per Ib.) it is clear that they would witness a
considerable fall from present prices with equanimity, sup-
posing that no disaster of an untoward nature overtakes them.
With regard, however, to the somewhat confident predic-
tion of a planter, made in the course of conversation with
the author, to the effect that we shall witness a parallel case
to that which happened with the quinine industry in South
America, the land of its birth, a discrepancy must be pointed
out. The quinine plantations in Java and elsewhere have
killed the old South American business certainly, but only
because they produced an identical article at a much lower
cost. Is this the ease with the plantation rubber industry
in Ceylon and the Straits ? As far as things have gone up
to the present it is not; expert opinion on plantation Para
rubber being unanimous that it is deficient in strength com-
pared with the Brazilian product. To some readers thin
may seern a somewhat startling statement, and inconsistent
with the fact that the plantation rubber fetches the highest
price in the market. This apparent inconsistency, however,
may be easily explained. The higher price fetched by the
plantation rubber is due to its greater content bulk for bulk
of rubber. In other words, it is exported in a practically
dry and clean condition, hardly losing 1 per cent, in
washing, while the Brazilian " biscuits " always contain
water, and traces of other matter, yielding a loss of from
15 to 20 per cent. When due allowance is made for
this loss it will be fennel that the latter rubber in con-
sidered by the manufacturers the more valuable. So far,
of course, very little plantation rubber has come upon the